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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 1168 

FOR NADEAU FROM BELL AND DOLVIN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT :US-PANAMA TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: ACTIVITIES REPORT 

I. 

THIS MESSAGE NUMBER TWO FOR THE DEPARTMENT APPLICABLE TO THE 
FEBRUARY 1976 NEGOTIATING ROUND IN PANAMA SENT FROM CONTADORA 
ISLAND AT 10:00 A.M. ON FEBRUARY 16. 

II. 

A. YOUR MESSAGES HAVE BEEN TIMELY AND INFORMATIVE. PLEASE 
CONTINUE WITHOUT CHANGE. 

B. NEGOTIATING SCHEDULE - WE WILL NOT BE TRAVELING TO WASHINGTON 
FEBRUARY 17. HAVE NO DEFINITE RETURN SCHEDULE AS YET BUT WILL 
KEEP YOU INFORMED. 

C. NEGOTIATING PROGRESS - THIS ROUND HAS BEEN PROCEEDING 
"SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY." WE ARE FORWARDING TO CARACAS AND 
SECSTATE PRIOR TO NOON. FEBRUARY 17, A BRIEF STATUS REPORT 
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D. MRS. SULLIVAN'S LETTER - PLEASE HANDCARRY ON FEBRUARY 17 
RESPONSE FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKER TO MRS. SULLIVAN'S LETTER ON 
CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE 

CONTADORA ISLAND, PANAMA, FEBRUARY 16. 1976 
DEAR MADAM CHAIRMAN: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF JANUARY 30. 

MINISTER BELL AND I SHALL LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING WITH YOU 
AND THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE PANAMA CANAL IN ORDER TO REVIEW 
RECENT EVENTS ON THE ISTHMUS AS THEY MAY RELATE TO THE 
CANAL, THE CANAL ZONE, AND THE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. 

AS FAR AS I CAN JUDGE AT THIS MOMENT, WE SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO APPEAR AT THE END OF FEBRUARY OR DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF 
MARCH. WE WOULD, IN ANY EVENT, LIKE TO HAVE ONE WEEK IN 
WASHINGTON FOLLOWING OUR RETURN AND PRIOR TO OUR APPEARANCE. 
WITH WARM REGARDS. 

SINCERELY, 

ELLSWORTH BUNKER END QUOTE. 

E. TRANSCRIPT OF AMBASSADOR BUNKER'S SEPTEMBER 1975 MEETING 
WITH CANAL ZONE EMPLOYEES - TEXT OF TRANSCRIPT BEING 
FORWARDED BY EMBASSY TO PANAMA CANAL COMPANY ON FEBRUARY 17, 
AND TO MR. J.R. WILLIAMS OF PANAMA CANAL PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION, 

WHO INITIALLY REQUESTED IT. COPY OF CLEAN TEXT WILL BE POUCHED 
TO ARA/PAN-WYROUGH. 

F. NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION BRIEFING - AMBASSADOR 
BUNKER HAS AGREED TO MEET WITH GROUP ON MARCH 18, SCHEDULE 
PERMITTING. DRAFT REMARKS WILL BE REQUIRED. 

JORDEN 
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